observed within gastric epithelial cells. The mechanism of vesicle uptake is poorly 23 understood, and this study was undertaken to examine the roles of bacterial VacA cytotoxin 24 and LPS in OMV binding, and cholesterol and clathrin-mediated endocytosis in vesicle 25 uptake by gastric epithelial cells. OMV association was examined using a fluorescent 26 membrane dye to label OMV and comparison 44, 45). In this study, we sought to examine the rate and mechanism of OMV internalization OMV to a greater extent (42% ± 8.9) (Dunnett's post-hoc test p < 0.05; Fig. 6C it is one of the more commonly used methods for OMV enumeration (16, 24, 25, 48, 58 
